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the sixth Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures

Confidence- and security-building measures (CSBMs) developed and implemented within the Organization of American States are enhancing security, fostering cooperation and trust, and strengthening relations among the armed forces and security forces in the hemisphere.  The OAS should consolidate the progress achieved by continuing to implement CSBMs and identifying new measures to address the pressing threat and challenges the states of the hemisphere face.


The following conclusions summarize the most salient points of the discussions held during the Sixth Meeting of the Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures:

Review and promotion of CSBMs
· CSBMs identified in the Declarations of San Salvador and Santiago on CSBMs, and the Consensus of Miami are being applied bilaterally, sub-regionally and regionally.
· While CSBMs are being applied, OAS member states are not reporting them on a regular basis to the OAS in accordance with OAS General Assembly resolutions.  Better practices on reporting of CSBMs should be encouraged by the OAS.
Review and promotion of transparency measures in the region
· Universal participation by all OAS Member States in the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions (CITACC) and full implementation of the Treaty by state parties would be an effective advancement of CSBMs in the hemisphere and at the United Nations.
· Universal participation by all OAS Member States in the United Nations Register of Conventional Arms and the Standardized Reporting of Military Expenditures) would be an effective advancement of CSBMs in the hemisphere and at the United Nations.
· The United Nations Office of Disarmament Affairs is prepared to help OAS member states with implementing and reporting of CSBMs and cooperating closely with the OAS Secretariat on CSBMs.

Impact of CSBMs applied and adopted 
· CSBMs are being applied on a bilateral, sub-regional and regional basis. Their impact has been very positive and should be encouraged.  

Improved methods for exchange of information and application of CSBMs
· Access and Availability of OAS Member States CSBMs submissions must be made easier to find and more accurate on the two OAS-SMS websites.  One site should be constructed and dedicated to CSBMs.  

· National points of contact should be established to facilitate reporting and communications with the OAS Secretariat. 
· Full implementation by Secretariat for Multidimensional Security (SMS) of a central data base and online reporting of CSBMs as approved by the OAS General Assembly resolution would immediately improve access and availability, and facilitate the reporting of measures.
· The Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions, an international agreement, should have a dedicated webpage and data base.
· A periodic reminder mechanism on reporting should be implemented by the OAS Secretariat.

Discussion, consideration, and analysis of new confidence- and security-building measures
· Some annual reporting of CSBMs by OAS member states such as notifications of exercises should be done on a more regular and periodic basis to have its intended value. 
· The Committee on Hemispheric Security should review and seek to further consolidate the OAS list of CSBMs.
· OAS Member States should examine and consider new measures identified in the Consensus of Miami for possible application on a voluntary basis in bilateral, sub-regional and regional levels.
· OAS member states have made some proposals on new measures and procedures.  These ideas should be submitted to the Committee on Hemispheric Security for consideration.
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